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STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO 
PUBLIC HEALTH. 



ALABAMA. 

Communicable Diseases— Control of. (Act Sept. 22, 1915.) 

5. That section 71G of the code be amended so as to read : 
71G. The diseases named, the spread of which is to be controlled by law, and 
the conditions described that may be abated by law. — Should the disease, the in- 
vestigation of which is provided for' in section 715 of this code, prove to be 
actinomycosis, anthrax, beriberi, chicken-pox, cholera (Asiatic), dengue, diph- 
theria (membranous croup), roetheln (German' measles), glanders, hydro- 
phobia, leprosy, malaria, measles, meningitis (epidemic cerebrospinal), mumps, 
ophthalmia neonatorum (conjunctivitis of new-born infants), pellagra, plague, 
poliomyelitis (infantile paralysis), scarlet fever, smallpox, tetanus, trachoma, 
trichinosis, tuberculosis (pulmonary), typhoid fever, typhus fever, whooping 
cough, yellow fever, or of other nature believed to be grave and at the same time 
contagious, infectious, or pestilential in character, or if the disease be known to 
be either one just enumerated and be so reported, the health officer of the 
county, city, or town shall promptly notify, in writing, the judge of probate and 
commissioners, or other board of like character, of the county, the mayor or 
intendent and the council of the city or town, according to the location of the 
disease, of the presence and extent of prevalence of the disease, and said 
health ofiicer shall accompany such notification with such recommendations as 
lie may deem necessary to prevent the spread of the disease, calling into consul- 
tation with him from time to time the committee of public health of the county 
board of health. Upon receipt of such notiiication and recommendaion said 
county, city, or town officials, as the case may be, shall, after consultation with 
the health officer in charge and, if need be, with the committee of public health 
of the county board of health, appropriate such funds, or assume responsibility 
for such expenditures, as may be found necessary to prevent the spread of the 
disease. 

If authorized to incur the necessary expense, the health officer of the county, 
city, or town in which the disease is located shall proceed to direct and supervise 
the enforcement of the measures of extermination of the disease authorized by 
the county, city, or town authorities concerned, whether such measure shall 
apply to persons sick of, or convalescent from, the disease or to those who have 
been exposed thereto. All employees needed to enforce the measures of control 
shall, subject to the approval of the committee of public health of the county 
board of health, be selected and employed by the health officer in charge and 
shall be subject to removal by said officer or officers, likewise on approval of 
the committee of public health of the county board of health. AVhenever any of 
the diseases enumerated in this section, or one suspected of being such, appears 
in a county, incorporated city, or town under such conditions and surroundings 
as to render it imperative that prompt and immediate measures to prevent its 
spread be enforced, the health officer of such county, incorporated city or town, 
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as the case may be, shall have the right to institute and enforce such measures, 
subject to the approval of the committee of public health of the county board of 
health. Likewise, when any cause of disease, or any condition likely to be- 
come a cause, exists in a county, or in 4 municipality, the board of county com- 
missioners or other like board, or the mayor and council, according to the loca- 
tion of said cause of condition, shall, on the recommendation of the county 
health officer, or on that of the municipal health officer, as the case may be, 
possess, and at their discretion may exercise, the right of appropriating and ex- 
pending such funds as may be necessary to remove or abate said cause or con- 
dition. If, however, the cause or condition be due to neglect or inattention on 
the part of one or more persons, the cost of abatement shall be taxed against 
the party or parties responsible therefor and collected as other taxes are cob 
lected. 

State Board of Health, County Boards of Health, and Municipal Health 
Officers— Duties of. (Act Sept. 22, 1915.) 

1. That section 702 of the code be amended so as to read : 
702. The State board of health shall, through its executive officer, have au- 
thority and jurisdiction— 

(1) To exercise general control over the enforcement of the laws relating to 
public health. 

(2) To investigate the causes, modes of propagation, and means of preven- 
tion of endemic, epidemic, infectious, and contagious diseases. 

(3) To investigate the influence of localities and employments on the health 
of the people. 

(4) To inspect all public schools, hospitals, asylums, jails, almshouses, thea- 
ters, opera houses, courthouses, public halls, prisons, markets, public dairies, 
public slaughter pens or houses, depots, passenger cars, industrial and manu- 
facturing establishments, and other public places and institutions of like char- 
acter, and whenever insanitary conditions in any of these places, institutions, 
or establishments, or conditions prejudicial to health, or likely to become so, are 
found, proper steps shall be taken to have such conditions corrected or abated. 

(5) To examine the sources of supply, reservoirs, and avenues of conveyance 
of drinking water furnished to incorporated cities and towns, and whenever 
these waters are found polluted, or conditions are discovered likely to bring 
about their pollution, proper steps shall be taken to improve or correct condi- 
tions. 

(6) To prescribe and publish rules for the sanitation of depots and passenger 
cars on all railroads in the State, including the territory contiguous to said 
railroads. 

(7) To exercise general supervision and control over county boards of health 
and over county and municipal health officers in the enforcement of the public 
health laws of the State in their respective counties and municipalities. 

(8) To notify the court of county commissioners, or board of like character, 
of any county, or the mayor and council of any municipality, whenever it 
appears that the health officer of such county or municipality is negligent or 
Inattentive to his official duties, whereupon it shall be the duty of said county 
or municipal officials to suspend the payment of the salary of their health 
officer until such time as an investigation of the alleged negligence and inatten- 
tion can be procured in accordance with subsection (11) of section 703 of this 
code. At the end of such investigation it shall be the duty of the State board of 
health, through its executive officer, to inform the court of county commis- 



